
Villa la Tosca Unique experience & activities  



Private Chef - Upon request, using the best of local France produce, 

mouthwatering dishes prepared by one of our Private Chefs (including 

a Michelin Star Chef) can be enjoyed in the privacy of our relaxed 

dining room. The rooms’ stunning sea view and ambience of the 

crackling open fire will only add to the enjoyment. 

Whether for a small intimate dinner, a family celebration such as 

baby shower or birthday or a business event to impress…we can cater 

for any of our guest’s desires. 

Lunch - Basin d’Arcachon is the birthplace of over 80% of the Oys-

ter’s produced and consumed in France. We can organize special 

visit to oyster farms where you can enjoy Fresh Oysters and seafood 

pulled straight from the Atlantic waters served with lemon wedges & 

chilled white wine enjoyed under the shade of the loggia. 

Gastronomic Experiences (i) 



Cooking Workshop (Food Shopping with the Chef)  

Villa La Tosca can give you the inside track on specialty shops /

markets and organize cooking classes in the convivial space of La 

Tosca where you can discover French culture through a unique 

culinary experience with top food producers and chefs. 

Cooking Workshop (without food shopping)   

Villa La Tosca’s fun filled ‘Culinary Master Class’ is led by chefs whose 

experience is star-rated and renowned. These culinary professionals 

will guide you through recipes and match wines for regional special-

ties Foie Gras – Hot and Cold, Oysters, Sturgeon. Caviar, Cannelais 

and more... 

Gastronomic Experiences (ii) 



Gastronomic Experiences (iii) 

Caviar Taste & Visit – Aquitaine is the epicentre of Sturgeon farming in 

France, the resulting Caviar harvest competes with the worlds finest. 

Villa La Tosca has unique access to the producers and owners of 

France’s Premier Caviar business. Take a moment to discover ethical 

breeding techniques and production and taste test the exquisite harvest 

with matching wine. 

Caviar Purchase – At the beginning of the 20th Century Russian immi-

grants arrived in the Gironde department. They explained to the local 

fishermen that it was preferable to fish the Sturgeon for its roe and 

shared the secrets of Caviar production. 

The region of Aquitaine has now become the epicenter of French Caviar 

production and competes with the finest Caviar in the world. 

 

 

*Please indicate us if you like to purchase caviar. 

Lunch Prepared by chef on the Banc d’Arguin - Enjoy your chilled wine 

& catch of the day prepared by the chef on the Banc d’Arguin (ever 

changing sand bank situated at the mouth of the Bassin d’Arcachon be-

tween Arcachon and Cap Ferret) at low tide or at Dune de Pyla at high 

tide. 



Fine Wine Experiences (i) 

Wine Tasting —Hosted by an experienced Oenologist in our interactive 

workshop, you will discover how to mix a wine and create a 

masterpiece for your own palate. 
 

These sessions are preceded by a reminder of the basics of the art 

of tasting. 
 

Vineyards - River Cruise 

Wine Tour – 80% of the worlds most ‘exclusive’ wines are produced 

in the Bordeaux region – Premier Cru Château, Mouton Rothschild, 

Lafite Rothschild, Latour, Margaux, Haut Brion, Cheval Blanc 

andChâteau d’Yquem – THE Premier Sauterne . . . 

 

Villa La Tosca will facilitate VIP access to people, places, exclusive 

wine and food matching tastings, dinners and wine workshops 

EXCLUSIVELY for you. 



Fine Wine Experiences (ii) 

Chateau Visits - In general, chateaux do not sell directly to the individuals according to “French Wine Selling System”. 

In addition, not all the chateaux permit private access on their premises. 

Villa la Tosca, however, is able to secure VIP access for their guests to any chateaux, organize wine purchase for individuals as well as any 

wine related activities considering the fact that the Owner is a local resident and possess extensive contacts in the wine industry of Bordeaux. 

*Please note that advance notification is required in order to arrange a private visit to the chateaux in Bordeaux. 



Get Physical (i) 

Water ski, Surfing & Wind Surf - Villa la Tosca, with its feet in the water, is located right on the beach..  

Sports Activities are just a step thro’ La Tosca’s heritage gate. 

One of the oldest sailing school of the bassin d'Arachon is only a 2-minute beach walk away from Villa la Tosca's garden gate. The perfect 

spot and moment to learn sailing and/or windsurfing... 



Kite- Surfing— To specialists of the “fun” sports 

activity called Kite Surf. The Bassin d’Arcachon  

(and the surrounding lakes) is an extremely fa-

vourable playground. 

Don’t you know what “Kite-Surf” is?  

It is a small surfboard towed by a delta wing. 

Spectacular! 

Paragliding —from the awesome Dune Du  

Pyla, enjoy this spectacle from a different  

angle. The Dune Du Pyla acts as a choice air-

field for these strange birds. 

Indeed, the rising currents and thermal condi-

tions are ideal for the charming crazy flyers’ 

taking off! A view one never gets tired of. 

Get Physical (ii) 



Sailing - On a boat, a sailboard or on a yacht - 

Aquitaine will fill your sails with the wind. Develop-

ing your sailing skills with a number of good sail-

ing schools in the area. You could get your on-

shore license whilst here on vacation. 

Well-known to yachtsmen, the Bassin d’Arcachon 

brings together safety and technical conditions in 

a happy combination which grants a good time 

even to accomplished sailors. The Cazaux lake, 

the second largest in France, offers more peaceful 

sailing conditions. 

Rowing - The Bassin d’Arcachon may 

be miles away from Oxford and 

Cambridge (well, there is a difference 

in the climate, anyway!), it still is one of 

the greatest training grounds for the 

French champions of this competitive 

sports.… 

Get Physical (iii) 



Get Physical (iv) 
Paddle Boarding, Body Boarding & Skim Boarding - Enjoy the calm water of the Bassin with the rising tide, practice the most popular up-

coming sport of Paddle Boarding, Body Boarding & Skim Boarding. 

Test your balance and at the same time absorb the amazing natural environment of protected nature and migrating birds. 



Get Physical (v) 

Golf - Sharpen your game on one of the 9 holes golf courses or 18 holes PGA golf courses. We have 12 golf clubs with 20 courses between 5 minutes 

and 45 minutes away from La Tosca. 

Enjoy the French golfing heritage either on the courses built on sand dunes and curving through pine forests or based at the foot of the world   re-

nowned Bordeaux vineyards. Another plus…the courses of Aquitaine is a lot less crowded than the ones in the South of France, Spain or Portugal. 



Tennis Club - sharpen up your game 

in the club that is available in 5—15 

minutes from Villa. 

Karting & Quad Biking can be found 15 mins from the 

villa (karting). 

The Biganos track has been approved in Category 1 by 

the French Gokarting Federation, which means you can 

enjoy in full safety – on your own, with your family or on a 

school or work outing – this leisure's port that can be both 

exciting and nerve- racking. 

Get Physical (vi) 



Cycling - Bordeaux itself is blessed with almost unfair ad-

vantages of numerous number of bike and cycling paths. 

Bordeaux’s valleys, vineyards and forests have all the es-

sentials for carefree cycling. 

Precisely, the Bassin d’Arcachon has been equipped for a 

long time with a real network of cycle paths, since it is defi-

nitely nicer to explore the neighboring sites riding a bicycle 

– and also more logic, if we remember that this region is 

Nature’s land. Now except walking, what is the most envi-

ronment- friendly means of transport? 

The bicycle, of course! 

Horse-Riding - The forest and its paths, and some beaches 

are open to riders, and, of course, riding centers.… 

The Bassin d’Arcachon has all the characteristics and struc-

tures required to be a privileged place for horse-riding. A 

date to remember: every year, at the end of June, is the 

“Jumping des Sables” – an original competition organized 

on Pereire beach – and, throughout summer, numerous 

happenings are organized in all the various horse disci-

plines. 

Get Physical (vii) 



Time to Relax (i) 
Boat Trip - depart from Villa la Tosca for a discovery of the intact natural space of the Bassin d’Arcachon by boat. Step aboard a classic yacht or a fast 

"speed" boat and enjoy a breath of invigorating iodized air as you sail across the bay towards the entrance of the Atlantic Ocean! 

Passing by the oyster banks you will first discover the Île aux Oiseaux (Bird Island), which owes its name to the multitude of birds that visit and find  

refuge there. 

Enjoy your chilled wine & catch of the day prepared by the chef on the Banc d’Arguin (ever changing sand bank situated at the mouth of the Bassin d’Arca-

chon between Arcachon and Cap Ferret) at low tide or at Dune de Pyla at high tide. 



Walk /Cycle - thread your way through pine forest 

and tamaris trees, nestled along the edge of the sea-

shore, detouring to discover tiny creeks and villages 

before stopping off for a snack at a Quartier Ostréi-

cole where they serve platters of salty oysters with lem-

on wedges and white wine. 

Throughout the year, visitors are welcome in any of 

the ten towns and villages of the Bassin and can enjoy 

long walks in the forest, bird watching, sporting activi-

ties, oyster sampling. 

Fishing - With its coastal location, Basin d’Arcachon of-

fers water in all its forms – ocean, estuary, lakes, rivers and 

streams which is a good opportunity for fishing enthusi-

asts. Also, there are many freshwater sources where an-

glers can catch brown trout and other 

indigenous species. Tunas are the big catch here and 

mackerel a plenty in the deep waters around the Atlantic 

coast. An exhilarating vacation experience. 

Alternatively– if you prefer something a little calmer, the 

area is rich in ponds, rivers and streams where Roach, 

Tench, Carp and Pike can be found. 

Visitors require a license or “permit de peche” to fish  

legally; We can arrange the license upon request. 

Time to relax (ii) 



Oyster Barge - The Bassin oyster, there are so many varieties of 

them according to their oyster farm of origin: Banc d’Arguin, Île aux 

Oiseaux, Grand Banc or Cap Ferret. In order to better know the 

fascinating world of oyster-farming, you are invited to meet, all 

along the Oyster Route, the specialists of this exceptional produce. 

Standing close to the Île aux Oiseaux, the Tchanquées Huts 

were used as shelters by the wardens in charge of the surveillance 

of the oyster beds; since then, they have become true symbols of 

the Bassin. There are only two huts left today. More than a piece of patri-

mony: a treasure! 

Kayak 

On a Sea Kayak 

The kayak is the best way to approach nature disturb-

ing nothing but water… Individually or as part of a 

group, venture out at water level with a guide towards 

the Île aux Oiseaux or the salted meadows. 

On a Canoe-kayak 

With its delta and gallery forest, the Eyre River or 

“Small Amazon” – is ideal for canoeing. A sports ca-

noeing indeed, but nevertheless peaceful, notably  

accessible to families. 

Time to relax (iii) 



Time to Relax (iv) 

SPA - Enjoy a massage with one of our therapists in the privacy of your own room, or on the tranquil deck of our ecological pool or book a full luxury 

Spa Session at the Grand Hotel de Bordeaux (Regent)... or Spa at Les Sources de Caudalie that offers a program of exclusive treatments, all based on 

grapes and its vines - in an environment of rare beauty. 



Casino - For those who like to gamble and take calculated risks to increase their fortune, we can organize a trip to one of the Casino’s 5 minutes away 

from Villa la Tosca… or you may want to finish your wine tours with some betting in one of the Bordeaux Casino’s. While most gamblers would think 

that France's casinos are similar to Las Vegas' casinos or East Europe's casinos they are mistaken. Much of today's casino revenue in France is from 

slot machines. But the French have a history. Roulette comes from France. Blackjack is also believed to originate here. 

Casino Miami, Andernos les Bains 

It offers a vast room of slot machines, blackjack, two Texas Hold’em Poker tables, a restaurant, club with swim-

ming pool and a lineup of concerts, shows and teas troughout the year. 

Time to Relax (v) 



Time to Relax (vi) 

Casino de Bordeaux-Lac 

Located in Bordeaux-Lac, Aquitaine, France and is open  

daily 10am- 4am (slots); Mon-Thu 9pm-4am, Fri-Sun  

8pm-4am (tables). 

The casino's 21,000 square foot gaming space features 300 

gaming machines and nineteen table and poker games. The 

property has three restaurants, one bar and a hotel with 150 

rooms. 

Casino Théâtre Barrière de Bordeaux 

The casino in Bordeaux is a relatively large casino. The casino’s 

official name is Casino Théâtre Barrière de Bordeaux. It offers 

300, a huge number of slot machines.  

The total number of live game tables is 14, which is rather nice. 

The casino Bordeaux offers the classic table games such as 

Blackjack and Roulette and in addition Boule. Poker lovers will 

find 3 cash tables including game of Texas Holdem Poker and its 

tournaments. 

Visitors can play the slot machines from 10:00 until 04:00 and 

the live table games from 21:00 until 04:00. You can raise your 

bets on the poker cash game tables as early as and 04:00 at the 

latest. 



La Teste Zoo 

It is one of the biggest in all France. The animals enjoy an exceptional environment and all the personal space they need. Among the stars of La Teste, 

the most admired are the fifty or so wildcats (tigers, lynxes, white wolves) coming from the five continents. 

One of the most intense moments of the visit is the crossing of the transverse bridge which overlooks the biggest bear pit in all Europe. The visit to the 

zoo can be completed with a visit to an amusement park laid out in a 14 hectares forest. 

With the family (i) 



The Bassin Beaches 

Unlike the Atlantic beaches where you need to keep a 

close watch, the Bassin beaches are the ideal sur-

roundings for children to swim. 

In the heart of the Bassin, at low tide, make the most 

of the pleasures of swimming: swimming pools are 

waiting to welcome you throughout summer in the har-

bours of Audenge, Lanton, Taussat and Arès, granting 

lifeguards and quality waters (filtered every day when 

the tide comes in). 

“Kid Parc” - An Amusement Park In Gujan-mestras 

Unique in the region - this amusement park is dedicated 

to young children and toddlers. Set in natural surround-

ings with a very present greenery, it offers an extremely 

wide range of merry-go-rounds and games adapted to 

the playful needs of toddlers. 

Adventure is everywhere and children will soon take over 

this magic island where ships are either ghost or pirate … 

With the family (ii) 



Aqualand - An Aqua Park In Gujan-mestras 

Discover the “Wave”, a waterslide offering unique 

sensations to slide in pairs, as well as two new 

waterslide runs. Discover over 8 hectares water 

amusement in all forms … Dive, slide, confront the 

waves and even swim sometimes! 

Guaranteed sensations, particularly when you soar 

on one of the gigantic waterslides or brave rollers. 

And the park is not only for the dauntless: more 

peaceful activities are also offered to “little swim-

mers” and their accompanying parents. 

Coccinelle - 

An Amusement & Safari Park In Gujan-mestras 

Their little trainee - farmers will be able to observe tender 

Nature such as embodied by white sheep or goats as 

agile as in children tales, which they will have the oppor-

tunity to bottle-feed. As for activities, everything is 

thought out to meet the youngest playful needs within a 

safe environment: merry-go- rounds, small train, slide 

and much more... 

With the family (iii) 



Escalad’parc - In Andernos les Bains 

Between sea and forest, enter “Tarzans” world. The most 

acrobatic movements allowed, monkey suspensions or 

Tyrolean bridges are on the park’s programme – in a 

highly secure setting including advice from instructors, 

compulsory safety harnesses and protection nets.  

Open all year round except the Toussaint Holidays. 

Arcachon Aquarium-museum 

The Arcachon Aquarium-Museum benefits 

from the scientific backing of the Bordeaux 

University oceanographic laboratory. The 

collections have been taking into account the 

richness of the neighbouring fauna and flora (in 

the Bassin). 

Most of the Aquarium’s 36 pools are occupied 

by species living in our latitudes. However, ex-

oticism also takes a prime place, through the 

several centuries-old turtles for instance. 

With the family (iv) 



Dune du Pilat 

This dune is the highest one in all Europe, towering at 105 me-

ters for a length reaching 2.7 kilometers and a width of 500 

meters. It represents 60 million cubic meters of sand! 

At its summit, the “efforts” spent to ascend it are rewarded 

with a magnificent panoramic view over the environing treas-

ures: the Banc d’Arguin, the Cap Ferret peninsula, a sea 

made of pine trees. Listed as a National Natural Site. The 

large Dune du Pilat gradually built up during the 18th century 

through the accumulation of sand moved by dominant winds 

coming from the West. Today it is one of the “peak” sites of 

local tourism... 

Île Aux Oiseaux 

An enchanting name which is not fortuitous, since it has been 

elected by teals, terns, redshanks, ash curlews and many other 

migratory species as a stopping place on their way to warmer 

lands on the globe. 

The island is an earthly paradise to its feathered inhabitants, 

who can move about freely in this landscape of heathlands and 

moors circled by the water which gnaws at its surface when the 

tide comes up. Then, the island shrinks from 1000 hectares to 

only 300 hectares. 

Nature (i)  



Cap Ferret Tip -  

This wild space – a Coast and River Conservatory  

ownership –which forms a wall of sand built up by the ef-

fect of dominant winds, has been elected as a shelter by 

numerous vegetal and animal species. The combined effect 

of the wind, the sun and salted water eventually moulded a 

site whose exceptional ecosystem can be explored thanks 

to a path called “the Alphabet primer of the Dunes”.  

Wandering along on an itinerary full of discoveries, we 

pleasantly switch from Atlantic beaches to oyster ports. 

Banc D’arguin - This bank of golden sand is located at the head 

of the Bassin d’Arcachon, between the tip of Cap Ferret and the 

Dune du Pyla. 

Subjected to the strength of the tides and winds which constantly 

redefine its outlines, the Banc d’Arguin nevertheless stretches over 

a surface of four by two kilometres. 

A refuge for numerous bird species, this Mecca for natural envi-

ronment can, however, prove perilous if approached without pre-

cautions. 

Nature (ii)  



Domaines de Certes and de Graveyron 

An area of 149 hectares was acquired by the Conservatoire in 

1998 and also entrusted management to the General Council 

of Gironde. 

Adjoining the channel certainly true of the Fields and Gravey-

ron thus represent a single unit management. This site is re-

markable, protected from urbanization of 545 acres on the 

coastline of the Bassin d'Arcachon. 

The Ornithological Park 

For over 30 years, the Ornithological Park of Le Teich 

has been designing and creating the conditions required 

to favour the encounter of visitors with the wild fauna. 

Teich Bird Reserve is proud to showcase some of the 

gems to be discovered in this beautiful Gironde location, 

a few wing flaps from Bordeaux, between a pristine river 

delta and the saltwater habitat of the wonderful Arca-

chon Bassin. 

Nature (iii)  



Opera & Theatre - Bordeaux has a rich culture of music and dance. Operas, operettas, classic ballet, contemporary dance, orchestras, and theatre per-

formances are yours to choose from. Let us know your interests and we will find out what’s on the calendar. 

• Operas 

• Operettas 

• Classic ballet 

 

• Contemporary dance 

• Orchestras 

• Theatre performances 

Culturally Rich (i) 



Bordeaux Architecture 

Alain Juppé, Mayor of Bordeaux, launched an urban project in 1996 to clean of façades, develop the 

quays along the Garonne river, commission the tram that runs on a ground-level power supply and to 

re-qualify urban areas. 

This strengthened the desire to protect and showcase Bordeaux’s heritage. Now, Bordeaux, Port of 

the Moon, is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2007. 

Guests may discover by foot the architecture that has hardly had any stylistic changes over the last 

two centuries. The quarter of Saint- Michel built around the flamboyant Gothic style Basilica and 

Sainte- Eulalie situated to the south-west of the Mediaeval city wall and departure point for Spain 

and Compostella. Or find out about the newly renovated quays of the Garonne, the Port de la Lune, 

and Bordeaux’s six bridges by river cruise 

Visit World Heritage Building  

Bordeaux has more than 350 classified buildings and 

buildings listed as Historic Monuments, including 3 

religious World Heritage buildings since 1998 as part 

of the Routes of Santiago de Compostella in France. 

Culturally Rich (ii) 



A Fly Over  

Experience an aerial view of the Bassin d’Arcachon 

from a small private aircraft or helicopter. 

It is the sort of experience that stay in one’s mind. For-

est, vineyards, sea and sand join in a wonderful pan-

oramic view. 

• Light Air Craft 

• Helicopter Tour 

*Guests interested to make use of the Jet 

or Helicopter Service need to indicate in 

advance for reservation 



Other VIP services (i) 
Electric Personal Transportation is provided to you to have an outdoor adventure without a sweat. Segway x2 SE and 
Segway i2 SE are ready for you to write your own story. Take it to your favorite hunting bluff or just cruise through nearby 
wooded trails, beach or vineyards.  Wherever you want to go, Segway will get you there.  



A private city/monumental heritage tour or  

Personal shopper/ Tour guide 

 

It can be arranged for a discovery of Bordeaux to 

help you discover the best deals and local specialties 

you wish to bring back home. 

Well-Being Massage  
 

Guests interested in massages in their 

room or on one of the terraces, need 

to let us know with their booking. We 

will be happy to accommodate. 

Other VIP services (ii) 



Limousine 

Limousine services are available during your stay. Please let us know so that we can organize for you. 

Other VIP services (iii) 



Enjoy! 


